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E-FILED 

Monday, 28 October, 2019 04:38:35 PM 
Clerk, U.S. District Court, ILCD 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) No: 19-cv-3250 

) 

$2,930.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE 

NOW COMES the plaintiff, the United States of America, by John D. Hoelzer, 

Assistant United States Attorney, and respectfully states as follows: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is an action in rein to enforce the provisions of 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) for 
the forfeiture of $2,930.00 in U.S. currency (defendant currency), which constitutes (1) 
moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or 
intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq.)} (2) proceeds traceable to such an 
exchange; or (3) moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to be 
used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. The defendant currency 
further constitutes property involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in 
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956 (money laundering) and is subject to forfeiture to the 
United States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(A). 
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The Defendant In Rem 

2. The defendant is $2,930.00 in U.S. currency. 

3. The defendant currency was seized by the Illinois State Police on April 26, 
2019 and was deposited into an account maintained by the U.S. Marshals Service on or 
about May 6, 2019. The defendant currency is, therefore, in the custody of the United 
States. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by 
the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

5. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A), this Court has in rein jurisdiction 
over the defendant currency and venue is proper in this district because the facts which 
give rise to this forfeiture occurred in Sangamon County, Illinois. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

6. The defendant currency is subject to forfeiture pursuant 21 U.S.C. 

§ 881(a)(6) because it constitutes (1) moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other 
things of value furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled 
substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq .); (2) 
proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (3) moneys, negotiable instruments, and 
securities used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act. The defendant currency further constitutes property involved in a 


2 


3:19-cv-03250-SEM-TSH # 1 Page 3 of 12 


transaction or attempted transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956 (money 
laundering). 

Facts 

7. In or about April 2019, Drug Enforcement Administrative (DEA) agents 
began an investigation involving the drug trafficking activities of Kenneth Baker 
(Baker). A Confidential Source (CS) revealed to law enforcement that Baker was drug 
trafficking heroin and that Baker was the CS's source of the heroin. When the CS and 
Baker discussed a drug transaction, they normally would "FaceTime" each other. The 
CS indicated that Baker would be traveling soon to Springfield, Illinois, and would 
deliver 200-500 grams of heroin to the CS. 

8. On April 23, 2019, the CS and Baker in the presence of law enforcement 
had a "FaceTime" conversation where Baker and the CS discussed drug prices and the 
CS's drug debt owed to Baker. During that conversation. Baker told the CS that he was 
planning to travel towards Springfield, Illinois, and would deliver the heroin to the CS. 
Baker also told the CS that he recently received 20 (meaning $20,000.00) in drug 
proceeds from a customer, and Baker gave the customer 3 of them (meaning 300 grams 
of heroin) and an additional 200 grams. Baker said that the customer would turn that 
into 800 or a whole (meaning 800 grams or a kilogram of heroin). When discussing the 
outstanding drug debt, the CS told Baker that he/ she would have $8,200.00 to $8,300.00 
to give to Baker for previously obtained heroin from Baker. 
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9. Between the dates of April 23-26, 2019, several recorded calls were made 
between the CS and Baker. In those recorded calls, Baker and the CS agreed that the CS 
would pay $8,000.00 for heroin that Baker previously fronted to the CS. Baker told the 
CS that he would be transporting between 200 and 400 grams of heroin on his way to St. 
Louis, Missouri, on April 27, 2019, and would make a stop in Springfield to get the 
partial payment that the CS owed to him (Baker). Baker said it was better to do it that 
way, as he (Baker) could not find anyone to transport the heroin to the CS as well as 
pick up the money from the CS. The CS offered that he/she would drive to Chicago to 
get the heroin from Baker a few days later. Baker told to the CS that this heroin was 
better quality and was the "grey kind." The CS and Baker arranged to meet at the Shell 
gas station, located on Clearlake Avenue in Springfield, Illinois, on April 27, 2019. In a 
subsequent recorded call, however, the CS told Baker he/ she was not able to meet him 
in Springfield on April 27, 2019, so they changed the meeting date to April 26, 2019. 

10. Law enforcement met with the CS, and placed audio/video recording 
devices on the CS and inside his/her vehicle. At that time, agents provided $8,000.00 in 
Official Advanced Funds (OAF) to the CS to pay Baker for previous heroin that he 
(Baker) fronted to the CS. 

11. An Illinois State Police (ISP) Air Ops' helicopter observed Baker's white 
Dodge Ram traveling southbound on Interstate 55 near Sherman, Illinois, until it parked 
near a gas pump at the Shell gas station in Springfield, Illinois. 
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12. Agents conducting ground surveillance saw the CS park his/her vehicle 
and walk inside the Shell gas station. The CS then exited the gas station and entered 
Baker's Dodge Ram. Shortly thereafter, the CS returned to his/her vehicle and both the 
CS and Baker drove away in their respective vehicles. 

13. A later review of the audio/ video recordings showed the CS holding the 
OAF as he was driving. When the CS approached the vehicle, Baker told the CS to 
"hold down the money" (referring to keeping the money out of sight). A further 
conversation ensued where Baker and the CS talked back and forth about the amount of 
money the CS owed to Baker for the heroin that Baker previously fronted to him/her. 

14. Following the meeting between the CS and Baker, law enforcement met 
with the CS at a pre-arranged location where the CS and his/her vehicle were searched 
for contraband with negative results. When agents questioned the CS about going 
inside the gas station, the CS stated that he/ she went inside the gas station because 
he/she needed to use the bathroom upon arrival. 

15. The CS told agents that once inside Baker's vehicle, he/she handed the 
$8,000.00 dollars in OAF to Baker. Baker asked the CS how much money was there, and 
the CS responded "$8,000.00." The CS asked Baker if the current balance he/she owed 
to Baker was $9,800.00, and Baker replied that it was $11,000.00. 

16. Surveillance continued on Baker's Dodge Ram as it traveled on Interstate 
55 to an exit just north of Glenarm, Illinois. Agents previously formulated a plan to have 
a ISP trooper initiate a traffic stop on Baker in the Dodge Ram to obtain the $8,000.00 in 
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OAF. Agents were aware that Baker had a full extradition arrest warrant issued from 
Jasper County, Indiana. The ISP officer had previously been informed about the 
warrant and had been provided with a photo of Baker. 

17. The ISP trooper initiated a traffic stop at southbound Interstate 55 at 
approximately milepost marker 85. Once Baker was identified through his driver's 
license, the ISP trooper ordered Baker to walk to rear of his vehicle where the ISP 
trooper handcuffed him. A search of Baker's person revealed an undetermined amount 
of U.S. currency (later determined to be $2,930.00) in Baker's front pants pocket. When 
questioned about the currency, Baker told the trooper there was $1,700.00, and that he 
obtained the currency through "contracting work." When the ISP trooper questioned 
Baker about the U.S. currency again. Baker replied there was $2,000.00 in his pocket. 
The ISP trooper counted the U.S. currency in front of Baker and told Baker there was 
"roughly" $2,700.00. Baker replied "yes" to the ISP trooper regarding the amount of 
$2,700.00. 

18. "Kain," an ISP trained and certified detection canine, conducted a free air 
sniff on the outside of Baker's vehicle. Kain made a positive alert on the driver's side 
door of Baker's vehicle. 

19. Following the canine free air sniff, agents searched Baker's vehicle and 
located $8,000.00 in OAF (later determined to be $7,000.00 in OAF) concealed 
underneath the center console, a vape pen which Baker claimed had CBD oil in it, and 
what appeared to be cannabis shake. When law enforcement advised Baker that they 
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discovered money concealed in the center console, Baker replied that he had proof the 
money was legitimate. In fact, Baker stated that he had checks for $50,000.00 to show 
that the money was legitimate. 

20. Baker was arrested on the outstanding warrant from Jasper County, 
Indiana and transported to the Sangamon County jail. Agents placed the OAF in an 
overnight safe at DEA's Springfield resident office for safe keeping. 

21. On April 29, 2019, agents obtained the U.S. currency from the safe and 
discovered that $1,000.00 in OAF was missing. Because agents believed the missing 
$1,000.00 in OAF may have been in Baker's Dodge Ram, a search warrant was obtained 
and executed on his vehicle. Agents did not find the missing $1,000.00 OAF in Baker's 
vehicle. 

22. The CS was contacted by law enforcement about the missing OAF. At 
first, the CS said that Baker gave him/her $200.00 of the OAF. When the agent said the 
CS would need to return the OAF, and that it had to be the exact $100.00 bills used 
during the transaction with Baker, the CS responded that he/she could not return those 
exact bills. When questioned further about the missing OAF, the CS confessed that 

he/she actually took $1,000.00 in OAF and not $200.00 as previously stated, because 
he/she had "bills to pay." 

23. On June 3, 2019, Baker was interviewed by agents, which was audio and 
video recorded. When questioned about his financial stability, Baker advised that he 
owned Epic Investments Group, EEC., a general contracting business, for the last eight 
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years, and his salary was approximately $190,000 to $200,000 a year. Baker also advised 
that his wife was a beautician and owned her own business making approximately 
$100,000.00 a year. Baker also claimed that he owned 2-3 properties free and clear. 

24. When questioned about his activities on April 26, 2019, Baker said he was 
traveling from Chicago to East St. Louis, Illinois, to watch his daughter's tournament. 
Baker said he stopped in Springfield to get gas and then planned to go to Alton, Illinois, 
to purchase a boat for $7,000.00 to $8,000.00. Baker said that he and "Mike" with Master 
Sounds in Chicago planned to fix up the boat together and sell it. Baker believed the 
boat was called a Carnival boat but was unsure. 

25. When questioned about the money that was concealed underneath the 
center console. Baker responded that it was concealed for safety reasons because 
contractors in the Chicago area had been robbed of money. Baker advised that the 
"$2,700.00" in his pocket was spending money. 

26. Law enforcement advised Baker that the total amount of U.S. currency 
seized was $9,920.00 not $10,700.00 as documented by the Sangamon County State's 
Attorney's Evidence Release Authorization Lorm. Baker was also advised that the 
money concealed underneath the center console totaled $7,000.00, and that the amount 
seized from his pocket was $2,930.00. Baker disagreed and said that the ISP trooper 
counted $2,700.00 in front of him at the traffic stop. 

27. When agents told Baker that there was $7,000.00 instead of $8,000.00 
seized from underneath the center console, it seemed to them that Baker's only concern 
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was the extra $230.00 seized from his pocket. Further, Baker said that he had financial 
documents to show proof that the money was legitimate, and then texted a Draw 
Request from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to the agent. It 
was noted by agents that neither Baker's name nor his business were listed on the form 
to reimburse him for services rendered and did not mention the $2,930.00. 

28. On June 4, 2019, Baker was contacted by law enforcement to ask for 
additional financial documents to prove his claim was legitimate. Baker replied that he 
would send more documents. When the agent asked for bank withdrawal slips or 
documents to show the legitimacy of the seized money, Baker said he did not have 
financial slips to "carry around cash." Baker, therefore, provided no such other financial 
documents to law enforcement. 

29. Law enforcement conducted a search of Master Sounds in Chicago, Illinois 
on the internet, with the address provided by Baker, and found no such business in that 
area. A second search was also conducted by law enforcement regarding Baker's 
contracting business, Epic Investments Group, LLC (Epic). Law enforcement 
determined that Epic dissolved on December 14, 2018, and did not currently have an 
active permit to perform contract work in Chicago, Illinois. 

30. Baker's criminal history revealed convictions for distribution of cocaine; 
conspiracy to distribute and possession with intent to distribute 50 gram or more of 
cocaine base (two convictions); resisting law enforcement; disorderly conduct; and a 
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judgment for revocation of supervised release/probation. In addition. Baker has also 
been arrested for assault on four occasions and for damage to property. 

31. Based on the detailed facts above, which support a reasonable belief that 
the Government will be able to meet its burden of proof at trial, the defendant currency 
is subject to forfeiture pursuant 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because it constitutes (1) moneys, 
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be 
furnished in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq .); (2) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or 
(3) moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to 
facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. The defendant currency further 
constitutes property involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in violation of 18 
U.S.C. § 1956 (money laundering) and is subject to forfeiture to the United States 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(A). 

32. WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that this Court enter an 
order forfeiting the defendant currency to the United States of America for disposition 
according to law, for the issuance of a warrant in rem, for costs of suit, and for such 
other relief as the Court may deem necessary. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN C. MILHISER 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

By: /s/ John D. Hoelzer _ 

John D. Hoelzer, IL Bar No. 6295098 
United States Attorney’s Office 
318 South Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
Telephone: 217-492-4450 
Email: john.hoelzer@usdoj.gov 
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VERIFICATION 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746,1 declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct based on information and belief. 

Executed on this 28 th day of October, 2019. 

s/Joseph Green 

Joseph Green, Special Agent 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
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